GENERATION P. DUBOSSARSKY & VINOGRADOV
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In the middle of 1990-s, amid the ruins of the Soviet system, pepped up by the breeze of unlimited freedom,
two men set out to build up a New Russian Paradise. Two decades later they ascended to the Olympus of
the most expensive living contemporary Russian artists, with record prices at Sotheby’s and Philips de Pury.
The legendary Moscow duo, Vladimir Dubossarsky (°1964) and Alexander Vinogradov (°1963) are called
‘artists of the generation’. No coincidence, their works appear on the covers of books by postmodernist
writer Victor Pelevin, the author of the cult novel ‘Generation P’, which describes the formation of new
capitalist businessmen, former members of Komsomol, who would rule the new state. ‘P’ stands in the title
for 'Pepsi’, the symbol of desired Western world’'s material happiness, absorbed, like by a sponge, by those,
who would form the country’s first business, political and media elite.

ZEITGESIT OF WILD NINTIES

For a Western viewer, who looking at the bright coloured canvases would probably question, was it is all
about, let me make a quick introduction to what Russia was in 1990-s. ‘Nineties’, a neutral word in English, if
pronounced in the Russian language, reveals multiply layers of associations, familiar to everyone in the
country, who has survived the period. For those born in 2000-s, Millennium children, who read about
‘raspberry-red jackets’, 'racketing’, ‘'new Russians’ and Yeltsin in articles and history books, it will remain a
text. Not for those who had to live through. The so-called ‘wild 90-s'.




‘It was a time of deep economic crisis and disastrous infrastructural decline, when art, withdrawn into a
narrow tight knit community, inhabited the institutional ruins of the previous era lying prone by the wayside
of the direction that society was moving in. It was precisely then that the new prospects for art were
formulated in unison with the new challenges for society as defined by the liberal reformers. And it was
precisely at this time that Dubossarsky and Vinogradov's project was fully formulated.

Characteristically in the context of a society in reform, the main theme of artistic discussion was social
planning - a new system of art conforming to international parameters that had arrived in a rudimentary form
in Russia at the time and which was imbued with the greatest expectations’, describes a critic and curator of
contemporary art Viktor Misiano.

In contrast to the 1980-s, when the cultural life in the U.S.S.R., led in the absence of market as such, isolated
from the ideologically ‘unclean’ outside world, was a subject to censorship, 1990-s, after Perestroika and the
fall of the Iron Curtain witnessed paradigm shift. “Money, which up till then had, strictly speaking, meant
nothing, now meant everything. And the high priests of this cult of cash were the engineers of the 90s:

the gangsters and the "New Russians”, comments Artemy Troitsky, Russian journalist, music critic,
broadcaster and academic (‘A Look at the 1990s, A Decade of Sex, Drugs and Excess’, 'The Moscow Times’,
04/2015) “Both groups were mobsters, really — the latter were just a touch more humane and refined:
instead of Adidas trainers and raspberry-red jackets they wore black Calvin Klein jeans. Russia suddenly
switched from a position of "everything is forbidden" to "nothing is off-limits": one-sixth of the world's
surface found itself in a state of actual anarchy. The government reacted only to the day-to-day political
agenda, and all the rest was just left to its own devices, with the mantra being "grab as much as you can.

In theory, this all sounds fantastic: freedom, a fresh start, ‘unlimited impossibilities’. In practice, however, it all
came out a bit twisted. Those survivors of the 80s underground still living in the country were busy trying

to capitalize on the heroic past; the phrase "If you're so smart/talented, then how come you're so poor?"
served as an irrefutable psychological imperative. And the first thing that the new generation of anti-Soviet
youth did, once they'd been given carte blanche, was to pile on the pleasure.” Troistky describes the newly
formed Russian music, cinema, design and media scene, mixed in a stew of glamour, cocaine chic of night

clubs, first pop-videos, loose women and criminality.
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Baby, I'm Still in the Office’. 1996. Oil on canvas. 145 x 180 cm. Collection Mikhail Karminsky




As an antidote to the far from bright reality of everyday life and reacting on the communicational media
ecstasy, in which the society lived, Dubossarsky and Vinogradov created the new artistic language,
encompassing vibrant colours, sun-lit Russian landscapes, Hollywood heroes and typical personages of 90s,
business/mafia-men, surrounded by women. Therefrom, Schwarzenegger demonstrating biceps to
schoolchildren in ‘Drawing Lesson. Painting for school’ (1995), Terminator surrounded by the flowers on a
river bank in ‘Hot Summer’ (1996), businessman calling his wife in ‘Baby, I'm Still in the Office’ (1996). The
language, which was adequate to the horizons of wide audience, nurtured by mass media. In the
circumstances of absence of a system in Russian contemporary art in 1990s, when the almost sectarian elitist
underground art community with its refined intellectualism, previously opposed to the state, became not any
more actual, when former sublime understanding of an aristocratic artist was gone, the duo project started
to build a new prospective, aimed at conquering the mind of masses. Dubossarsky retells with a smile that
the carry-man, while delivering their painting ‘Russian Troika’ had a fascinating interpretation of it: it's Russia-
Motherland rushing, chased by evil, running out of bullets. Possessing a great sensibility for the spirit of the
era and functioning almost like social engineers, Dubossarsky & Vinogradov expressed the ‘zeitgeist’.

Drawing Iesson Pamtmg for school 1995. 240 x 200 cm. Qil on canvas. Collection Olga Slutzker.



ART SIMPLE AS '"MOOING’

"...I will open for you
With words,

Simple as mooing

Our new souls,

Whistling,

Like street lamp's arches.’

Vladimir Mayakovsky. 1913

The project ‘Dubossarsky & Vinogradov’ appeared on the increasingly radical Moscow art scene, in the
context formed by the Moscow Conceptualist movement. Craftsmanship, acquired at Surikov Moscow State
Academy Art Institute played an important role in their practice. To the radicalism of action art and to the
esoterics of Conseptualist art, the duo opposed traditional works, made in aesthetics of socialist realism.
Monumental painting, the main genre chosen by Dubossarsky & Vinogradov, suppresses the viewer with its
size, a riot of colours, the involved labour of the creators. Discredited aesthetics of socialist realism was
supposed to shock the art community, no less than any radical performance. However, a painting, in
comparison to conceptual or action art, is a form of message, which is simple and clear to uninitiated. Unlike
the radicals, who created the image of an anti-hero, terrorist and anarchist provocateur, Dubossarsky &
Vinogradov sought to take the place of positive heroes of post-Perestroika Russia. The synthesis of a new
Russian style, which, on the one hand, would not conflict with the mass tastes, but on the other hand would
be able to provoke misunderstanding (misunderstanding - the main attribute of interest) in the art
community, has become one of their main tasks. Moreover, a lack of understanding in terms of the collapse
of the traditional interpretative schemes, the total economic and social instability of the state, paradoxically,
could only be achieved through the demonstration as a clear, unconditional, simple gesture. It was indeed
achieved. Critics were lost, guessing what the art of the duo was — another loop of socialist art in the

different political conditions, deliberate debility, intellectual infantilism or apologetics of the new Russian
state. Common audience had no need in de-coding. They saw in the duo’s paintings familiar images: idols,
pop-stars, glamourous pretty women, Barbie and Teddy bear. Art simple as ‘'mooing’. Obviously, all the
interpretations are right. It is the result of the fragmented, schizophrenic reality of the country after
Perestroika.
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Hot summer. 1996. Oil on canvas. 140 x 170 cm. Privéte collection, Vienna.



HARVET ESTIVAL. OIL ON CANVAS. 1995. 200 X 450 CM

ABOVE THE KREMLIN. OIL IN CANVAS. 2006

Author: Ekaterina Aksarina 2015
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